NOTE

" La Vie Abominable" is garnished with a grotesque wood-cut in which Lord Leicester's
famous badge of the " Bear with the Ragged Staff " is clumsily caricatured. Muzzled, and deprived
of its staff, the bear is worried by hounds; while a monkey on horseback threatens it with a three-
stringed whip. A hand above brandishes a thunderbolt. A crow waits close by; presumably to feed
on the bear's corpse: and the doggerel underneath explains that the bear, " rempli de Cmaute" is

"le Comte inhumain  le Comte de Lecestre,
Qui surpasse les Ours par sa jerodte."

Leicester's open-handed generosity and his graciousncss being renowned, this outburst had not
much influence at the time. But the postmortem power of the anonymous vituperations has been
extraordinary. The present work, however, should terminate for ever (in all reasonable minds) the
customary blind enslavement to the libels. In the previous E.E. volumes, special points in the " Copie
of a Leter" and the "Vie Abominable" have already been dealt with: Vol. II, pp. 66-72; Vol. III.
pp. 151-166; Vol. IV, pp. 153-159.